Rule of St. Croix 

(The name refers to St. Croix as the place/context in which this was formed and does not mean that is intended to speak for all of us at the St. Croix Vineyard. Throughout ‘we’ can generally be understood to be followed by the phrase ‘individually and together.’)

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are committed to “building our houses on the rock” (Mt. 7.24)  of Jesus’ teaching and example, complete with an understanding and appreciation of the cross and resurrection, encouraged and empowered by God’s vision of past, present and future Reality.

1) We are committed to loving the Lord our God with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our mind. We are committed to a life that is centrally oriented around a loyal devotion to and intentional recognition (love and worship) of God, the Father/Creator of all, revealed in Jesus Christ, present in and among us through the Holy Spirit. 

a) We will seek to grow toward an awareness of God’s presence with us at all times.

· we will explore ways to build a rhythm of daily and weekly worship practices into our lives as individuals, households, friendship circles and larger community

· we will enrich our interaction with God by exploring holistic prayer that engages heart, body and mind (through such means as  readings, liturgy, imagination, healing of memories, music, art, Ignatian exercises, etc.)

b) We will cultivate an attitude of turning toward God in obedience, submission or honest struggle rather than away from God in indifference, resistance, or rebellion.

· we will engage in biblical interpretation and theological conversation as inextricably linked with how we actually live our lives 

· we will intentionally rely on God’s Spirit in us to empower and equip us to live the lives to which we’re called

· we will lament and argue with God when our experiences, understandings, and independence conflict with our beliefs about God

· we will settle for nothing less than a living God who is simultaneously self-revealing while eluding our full understanding – i.e. we seek a confident and humble understanding that never hardens into an idolatrous reduction of God

· we will seek to understand the significance and relevance of God as a part of every aspect of our lives and the world around us (we resist perceiving any domain as being outside of God’s interest and involvement)

2) We are committed to loving our neighbours as ourselves. We are committed to honour and respect all humanity as created in the image of God, seeing as neighbour those, near or far, whose needs God brings to our attention, and based on a respect and honour for ourselves as part of that humanity, equally needing all others as we are needed. 

a) We are ambassadors of reconciliation - committed to the reconciliation of all humanity with God, with each other and with creation.

· we will intentionally relate to others based on 1) above

· as people graciously and unreservedly forgiven by God, we commit ourselves to graciously and unreservedly forgive those who hurt us

· as mature children of God, aware of our value and identity, we are willing to lay our interests and lives down in love for others as we follow the way of Jesus

· through caring attention, respectful listening, and creative communication we will seek to lovingly transform our relationship with “outsiders” and “enemies” into a relationship of  neighbours

· we will be faithful (honest and intentional) witnesses to our understandings and experiences of God and God’s Reality 

b) We are committed to the mutual support (i.e. to the building up of shalom - spiritually, relationally, economically) of the community we share our lives with in a manner that spills over into the shalom of the communities around us and all creation.

· we understand that all of our resources belong to God. We will steward these resources (material and non-material) with the best of our wisdom with appropriate regard for our families, communities and neighbours. 

· we  understand that shalom is built on a sustainable harmony/ecology of care for creation and relationships

· we understand that trust in God and the presence of the Spirit create a potent force for holistic healing that we are called to partner with as broadly as possible

· we understand that a rhythm of good work, rest and celebration is a gift and a joy that we will enter and try to share with others

· we understand that healthy community is found when there is an honouring of a diversity of gifts and perspectives held together in unity

